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CRIMINAL LAW (UNLAWFUL CONSORTING AND PROHIBITED INSIGNIA) BILL 2021 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 18 November. 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.54 pm]: I rise as the lead speaker for the opposition on the 
Criminal Law (Unlawful Consorting and Prohibited Insignia) Bill 2021. This is a very important bill. The government 
has indicated that it would like a number of bills passed between now and the end of the year. Indeed, members 
will be aware that to assist and facilitate that, the government today asked the house to sit an extra week, to which 
the house agreed. Whilst our friends and colleagues from the other place are already enjoying the beginning of the 
summer recess, we in the Legislative Council today begin the first of three weeks in which to undertake the task 
of scrutinising those bills that the government has identified it would like passed between now and the end of the 
year. This is one of those bills, and it is a very significant piece of legislation. 

Members may be aware that there was a predecessor to this bill in the fortieth Parliament. That bill was restricted 
to the issue of unlawful consorting, whereas this bill adds to that in two significant ways. This bill will add what 
is referred to as a prohibited insignia scheme and, also, a dispersal notice scheme. Those two new elements will be 
used in the fight against organised crime, in particular outlaw motorcycle gangs, but the unlawful consorting scheme 
will replace an existing scheme. 
I indicate at the outset that the opposition is supportive of the government’s attempt, including the novel attempt, 
to tackle the scourge of outlaw motorcycle gangs in Western Australia; however, we are not supportive of government 
attempts to make it easier for child sex offenders to consort. At the moment, an unlawful consorting scheme applies 
to child sex offenders and drug traffickers. Those two categories of offenders, as well as other offenders, will be 
captured by the new scheme under this bill. However, the number of child sex offenders who will be captured by 
the new scheme will be remarkably fewer than those who are captured at the moment. We are concerned about that 
and wish to scrutinise that over the course of this debate. This will be done over the course of the second reading 
debate, but also, I think, parliamentary secretary, we will have some work to do in the Committee of the Whole House 
process. Members may be aware that a supplementary notice paper has been distributed with certain amendments 
standing in my name on behalf of the opposition, and I will unpack them momentarily. 
I understand and can well appreciate that the government would like this bill to be passed before Christmas, but 
for that to happen, it will need to provide cogent explanations for the issues that the opposition will raise. As I said, 
we are quite happy to facilitate the government’s attempts to tackle heinous criminal behaviour in Western Australia, 
but I will not support the Attorney General undertaking large media performances and referring to things like bikies 
needing to wear make-up in such a way as to disguise what will actually happen under this bill—that is, it will 
allow child sex offenders to associate in a fashion in which they currently cannot. We will need to spend some 
time unpacking that to make sure there is no issue there.  
Before we adjourn for the dinner recess, I might quickly add in my introductory remarks that we have a number 
of other concerns. We understand that a defence will be provided specifically for child sex offenders and others who 
indicate that they need to consort and associate for union activity purposes, so we will unpack that a little later. 
We also have concerns about whether the government has done its homework on these laws, which will almost 
certainly be challenged by these outlaw motorcycle gangs. 
Noting the time, I seek leave to continue my remarks at a later stage of this day’s sitting to facilitate some other 
important business for the government. 
[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later stage of the sitting.] 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Pierre Yang. 
[Continued on page 6012.] 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 
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